
The Gilbert & Sullivan Very Light Opera Company 
Board Meeting 

 
July 21, 2019 

 
 
In attendance were:  Stephen Hage, Wally Benbenek, Shawn Holt, Barb Hovey, Anna Maher, 
Alexander Gerchak, Malka Key, John Orbison 
 
This Board Meeting was conducted online and was called to order at 7:39 pm. 
 
A House Divided: 
 
The meeting focused on a discussion regarding whether the GSVLOC should or should not 
produce A House Divided, musical written by Tom and Maureen Kane Berg, in the fall of 2020. 
 
The Bergs would like to have the GSVLOC mount A House Divided as a fully staged production, as 
the company has the experience and resources to do so. 
 
The GSVLOC’s concerns with doing so include: 
 
1. Cost:  Maureen submitted a revised budget to the company.  Cost projections ranged 

from $25,000.00 to 30,000.  The Board, however, feels that it needs additional work. 
There was discussion was held as to how much of a stipend should be given, and would 
it be enough to draw high caliber talent.  In addition, would Randy Buikema be willing to 
do the show for a smaller fee? 

 
2. Publicity:  Would this production draw an audience.  Would active marketing to 

historical societies, etc. bring in additional audience? 
 
3. Personnel:  The show lacks an active chorus in the G&S style.  The opera calls for 22 

singers/actors, almost all with solos.  Would we do a production that might not have a 
place for all grandparented members? 

 
4. Attitude:  Would we do this production if it hadn’t been presented to us by the Bergs? 

The general consensus was that we would not due to the concerns noted above and a 
general lack of enthusiasm. 

 
The potential benefits to the GSVLOC include: 
 
1. Expanded recognition of the GSVLOC in the Twin Cities theater community. 
 
2. This show could potentially reach a different audience from the usual G & S audience 

which might return to see our regular productions. 
 
Conclusion: 
 



In a “straw poll” the board was divided.  The board will discuss the issue further at the next 
Board Meeting, to include further discussion of a revised budget.  Following this discussion, the 
Board may choose to bring the matter to the general company for a discussion and vote by 
interested and committed members. 
 
Additional Business: 
 
The reading of Belle Helene has been set for Sunday, September 22, 20119, at the Orion 
Associates West Building, at time to be determined. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:45 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Shawn Holt 
 
 


