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THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE
or, The Slave of Duty

THE CAST
Major-General SnlEy........... it Jim Ahrens
ThePIFAtE KIND..... ... cumnesnsssmmmsosssnseosissssissioiasss s i aiE o imsigan Waldyn Benbenek
Samuel (his Lieutenant) ................ccccccceevoieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeen Mikal J. Kraklio
Frederic (the Pirate Apprentice) ...................ccccoooiiiiiiiieiiiiiniienns Joseph Andrews
Sergeant Of POLCE i ussmsuinmmsssomvimisios cossos onus susosns sonsanse Fred Mackaman
Ruth (Piratical Maid-of-all-work) ................cccccccoeviviiiiniiniiininnnn, Lynne Hicks
Daughters of General Stanley:
IVIABEL ... comumessnmmns sonmensnnsssmnnssmsasnstssnesendes irs s A ST S A B 5 Zoe Carroll
Edith ..o Mary Gregory
KOATE mnmommrmamenosmssnn s vosms Ao sis fo s WSSOt o sy Tamara Norden
ISADC couscvsmsmnnsn s oo imss somssevssr oss s T Te FoveaTs o8 Mary Mescher Benbenek
Chorus of Pirates:
Don Barbee Peter Erickson Randy Lebsock
Ernest Brody Roger Evans Warren Loud
Jim Brooks Bruce Haasl Fred Mackaman
Ethan Edwards Stephen Hage Richard Rames
Andrew Elfenbein Dean Laurance Gordon Staff

Chorus of Daughters of General Stanlev:

Stephanie Brody Kathy Hering Tamara Norden
Adena Brumer Marcia Hill Kristin Root Robertson
Karly Christensen Kathryn Larsen Julie Seykora
Kirin Foy Holly MacDonald Rhea Sullivan
Tiffany Frambers Mary Mescher Benbenek Susan Volkmer
Mary Gregory Charlotte Morrison Holly Windle

Chorus of Policemen:

Jim Brooks Randy Lebsock

Roger Evans Warren Loud
Stephen Hage Gordon Staff
Dean Laurance Jack Stuckmayer
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Understudies: Donald Barbee, Adena Brumer, Matt Dolph, Bruce Haasl, Kathy
Hering, Randy Lebsock, Richard Rames, Kristin Root Robertson, Susan Volkmer

Act I: A Rocky Sea-shore on the Coast of Cornwall
Act II: A Ruined Chapel by Moonlight

~ No eating or drinking is allowed in the theatre ~
~ No smoking is permitted in the building ~
~ The use of flash cameras is strictly forbidden ~



SYNOPSIS
Act I (4 Rocky Sea-shore on the Coast of Cornwall):

A band of pirates is celebrating a combination of Birthday and Graduation Party to
honor Frederic, as he turns twenty-one and completes his apprenticeship to the
trade of piracy. He rather spoils the party by revealing that he had only been made
a pirate-apprentice due to a mistake by his nurse-maid. Ruth, and now that he has
fulfilled the terms of his contract (for he is the Slave of Duty), he intends to fight
to eradicate the Pirates. After he bids a fond farewell to the pirates, Ruth's
romantic designs on Frederic are demolished by the arrival of a bevy of beautiful
girls, the wards of Major-General Stanley. The girls are fascinated by Frederic,
but much too pragmatic to engage themselves to one with negative social standing.
An exception appears: Mabel, apparently the one true romantic, pledges her love.
The pirates re-appear to capture the girls, but are temporarily stopped by the
arrival of the Major-General. He has heard of these tender-hearted "Pirates of
Penzance" and knows the trick of escaping from them: claim to be an orphan.
The ploy succeeds, and at the end of Act I, the pirates reluctantly relinquish their

prey.

Act I1 (4 Ruined Chapel by Moonlight):

General Stanley is tormented by having lied to escape from the pirates. Frederic
tells of his plan to attack the Pirates, with a company of police constables, that
very night. When the police arrive, they are not cheered by the rather bloodthirsty
encouragement of the ladies. After they leave, Frederic is accosted by the Pirate
King and Ruth, who convince him that he is still bound to the Pirates, due to a
legal technicality: his indentures state that he must serve them until his twenty-
first birthday. but, since he was born in leap-year, on February 29, he won't reach
that birthday for another sixty-seven years. His sense of Duty compels him to
rejoin the Pirates. Mabel pledges to wait for him (until 1940!). The puzzled
policemen carry out the attack without him, but are soundly defeated by the
pirates. This victory is reversed when the Sergeant of Police finds another soft
spot in the pirates' hearts, leading to explanations which permit the happy ending
for all.
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THE GILBERT & SULLIVAN VERY LIGHT OPERA COMPANY

Since its founding in 1979 by Dick Fishel and Jim Hart, the company has
produced all the Gilbert and Sullivan shows: Trial By Jury (1979), Patience
(1980), Jolanthe (1981), Princess Ida (1982), Ruddigore (1983), The Gondoliers
(1984), The Mikado (Spring 1985), The Sorcerer (Fall 1985), The Pirates of
Penzance (1986), The Yeomen of the Guard (1987), Utopia, Ltd. (1988), H.M.S.
Pinafore (1989), Patience (1990), The Grand Duke (1991), lolanthe (1992),
Princess Ida (1993), The Gondoliers (1994), Ruddigore (1995),

The Mikado (Spring 1996), The Zoo and Trial By Jury (Fall 1996),
and The Sorcerer (1997)

In the Spring of 1999, we will present The Yeomen of the Guard.

Tax deductible contributions to help support our season are always welcome.

THE GILBERT & SULLIVAN VERY LIGHT OPERA COMPANY
P.O. Box 580172, Minneapolis MN 55458
Telephone:(612) 925-9159

Visit the GSVLOC home page at: http://members.aol.com/gsvloc




PRODUCTION STAFF

Stage DITECLOT. .cusir svasmsmssissnmassssamonssnsssnsarsnmmssssnsnesrsgesmssssssmsasasass s Matt Dolph
MUSIC DIFECIOT sonsmsssymugmmossissasasivmmsmsesesmmmessmvmsisessimesss Steven Michael Utzig
ATHSHE DITECHOT vvrvvssiovimmminsss massaasssssssss s sseieivasisssmvasaniss Wendy Evans
CONSHIINE DITECLOL. .. .. ... oot sty i v i oo s st Sari Ketter
STABE NMANABEL. .. ....o00ncnmmensnsnnsssssssis s BV TE S S ARASa755 Sharon Pollock
Assistant Stage Managers..........ccococeviiniiiineeenns Susan Heinrich, Peggie Kennedy
Set DESIZNET ..o Wendy Waszut-Barrett
Set & Prop Construction:........ cvwessumines Laurie Brooks, Terry Brooks, Julie Delton

Lee Gartner, Adam Holzschuh, Bob Hunter, Peggie Kennedy
Carol Kollander, Juren Raske, Michael Robertson, Stephen B. Sullivan
with Ernest Brody, Dean Laurance, and other cast members

Properties Manager.............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiii Cindy Edmon
COStUME DICSIZI ..ot Bil Ingram
WATArObE IMISTTESS i viisssmmmmssvusvasimnssasssssasavassasssssovsprassvisssashs s onsnase Anne Forgacs
Costume Construction .............. Wendy Evans, Anne Forgacs, Lesley Hendrickson

Ann Lewis, Kathy Mitchell, Barb Vojtech, and cast members
LiphtHE DESIEICE ... .o oseocnmesmesssesnsesiiss o lan i Kirby Moore
Lighting Crew ........... Adam Holzschuh, Bob Hunter, Colin Mitchell, Juren Raske
Audio-Visual ENGINEEr .........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicicec Bob Johanneck
Graphic-DesigNi . usammssmamarssssmmms s simmstomsninsssonsess Caroline Christy
Poster PANINE v fnsumssmimmsisivsevssorss Greg Burns, Weston Engraving
Lobby Display & Photography ... Roger Evans, Stephen Hage
HOUSE MANABETS - .covmomeissen st is i L. Mary Kuehborn, Kathy Mitchell
House Staff RECTUILET.........c.ooeiiiiiieeiieeie e Gordon Staff
THCKEE SALES ......oviiiiiieeie et Katie Lowry
Ticket ASSISTANTS .......oiiiiiiiiiiiieie e Carol Kollander, Ann Lewis

Dean Laurance, Kathy Mitchell, Lauren Parnell, Chris Rusin
The Board:

1 1T~ T Stephen Hage
Labour Pool Coordinator ..............ccoovvriiieieiieeeiie et Ernest Brody
PUDIICILY ..o Don Barbee
117 131 1 () RO Richard Rames
SECTRLALY vnvvssyvsmvssvamsrsss cvanessus o it 60w e TRoavvs v eV s s vasinss Lesley Hendrickson
Choriis RePresentatives. ..c.coopmpssmsnmsissions Gordon Staff, Susan Volkmer
Orcliestra RepresentatiVe’. .cmrrmnnmnnsiasnirs immnnmns Barb Hovey
ORCHESTRA
(B(0) 114 111 (2] SUROP RO T Steven Michael Utzig
VIOlN .. Milton Wright (Concertmaster), Dorothy Boen

Phil Bremmer, Sarah Button, Michael Compton
Gary Rauk, Janet Schmidt, Agnes Wolf, Eva Zorn

VATo)] N —— Dianna Garvey, Tom Rognsvoog, Aija Ronis
(GIC) | [ PR Coral Bastien, Paul Jansen, John Litch

Renee Merton, Anne Swarts
BASS. ..ot s s S A A R S S TS e B Ron Rasmussen
FIIE. . connrcrsnsasmnamnnmnsnsssossnsaiisess dions Ruth Erickson, Julie Lindstrom, Katie Lowry
CIATINE ..o Mary Albachten, Barb Hovey
OD0C .. .o Jean Beyer
|57 10 ) | FT USSR Holly Leighton
HOFL, cosnmsmumms s Mike Engh, Ellen Sorenson, Bob Spector
Trumpet ................ T Mike Hillman, Bob Hirte, Tim Killam, Betty Mackay
TIOMDONE ..ottt Greg Michnay, Larry Perry
POICUSSION ..o e e e ae e Julie Schmid, Jim Streich
Rehearsal PIanists: . uvannssnsmmmssiramnmnseas Florian Keller, Sally Reynolds

Darin Tysdal, Jean Van Heel




GLOSSARY (in order of occurrence)

Actl:
let the pirate bumper pass - a bumper is a cup or glass filled to the brim, as for a toast

scuttling a Cunarder - sinking a passenger ship of the Cunard line

cutting out a White Star - scparating a passenger ship of the White Star hine from the
surrounding ships in order to capture it (the Titanic was a ship of the White Star line)

on breakers always steering - always making mistakes and getting into trouble; as when
steering a ship toward waves breaking on rocks

can it be Custom House - customs enforcement patrol, like our Coast Guard

the glass is rising very high - weather-glass: a barometer (rising indicates fair weather)

your pirate caravanserai - as "caravanserai” is a sort of inn for caravans and their
occupants, the only excuse for applying this word to a group of men it that it rhymes
with Chancery (almost)

Wards in Chancery - minors under the protection of the Court of Chancery

from Marathon to Waterloo - in 490 B.C. the Greeks defeated the Persians at Marathon
(the messenger who died after running the 26 miles to Athens with the news somehow
inspired modern "marathons"). Napoleon's final defeat was at Waterloo in 1815.

the scientific names of beings animalculous - an animalcule 1s a microscopic animal

I answer hard acrostics - a parlor game similar to charades, with acted-out words, whose
first letters then spell out the real message to be discovered.

quote in elegiacs all the crimes of Heliogabolus - even the use of a verse form (elegiacs)
could not soften the awful deeds of this most appalling Roman emperor (212 - 222 AD)

In conics I can floor peculiarities parabolous - conics is the study of geometric properties
of a cone cut by imaginary planes, producing parabolas, ellipses, and hyperbolas. To
floor is to defeat (as in wrestling). Parabolous is Gilbert's adjective variant of parabolic.

I can tell undoubted Raphaels from Gerard Dows and Zoffanies - three painters, from
three different centuries and countries, and with quite distinct styles.

the croaking chorus from "The Frogs" of Aristophanes - a comedy produced in Athens
in 405 B.C. (the croaking chorus goes "Berkekekex, koax, koax")

a washing-bill in Babylonic cuneiform - a laundry-list, in ancient wedge-shaped writing

every detail of Caractacus's uniform - this Welsh king who resisted the Roman invasion
of Britain had a limited uniform: it consisted of woad, a blue dye... and nothing else

whistle all the airs from that infernal nonsense Pinafore - /1. M.S. Pinafore was the
Gilbert & Sullivan show which preceded Pirates. It was their first great success.

mamelon and ravelin - terms for strategic earthworks: mamelon is a mound used in
fortifications, ravelin is a sort of ridge

such affairs as sorties and surprises - sudden troop movement outward when besieged

has never sat a gee - never ridden a horse ("gee-gee" being a childish way of referring to a
horse, derived from a word of command to horses)

Divine Emollient! - something that softens, as poetry apparently does, even for pirates

Pray observe the magnanimity we display to lace and dimity - a thin cotton fabric.

Act Il :

dishonor on the family escutcheon - shield displaying heraldic insignia; family crest

threatened with emeutes - a French term for riots or brawls

when the coster's finished jumping on his mother - costermongers (street vendors of
fruit, fish, etc.) were sometimes rather rough characters

life preserver - a stick or bludgeon loaded with lead, intended for sclf-defense, but all too
often used by evil-doers (as in this case)

unshriven, unannealed - without having made confession or having received extreme
unction

with humbled mien - manner, or general bearing
we love our House of Peers - the House of Lords, one of the two Houses of Parliament. A
peer has at least one of the following titles: duke, marquis, earl, viscount, and baron.



CONTRIBUTORS)

Divine Emollients ($100 and over)

Anonymous < Patricia & Mark Bauer < Mark R. Ellenberger « Priscilla Paine
Fuller < Donald F. Johnson < Thor Lyford < Jack & Vivian Mason < Jan F. Nolan
< Don Olson < Garry & Mary Ann Peterson < R. N. Quiche < Marvin Rogers <
Tom & Beverly Rogers < Constance Waterous

Honorary Members of QOur Band ($50 - $99)

Suzanne Ammerman < Philip Asgian < Benjamin Bayman < Gene Taylor &
Ginny Betlach < Peter Coffey < James Cullen < Jim Dreher < Kevin Edgar <
Dawn M. Ehlmann < Margarct Harder « Jack & Geraldine King < John Litch «
Michael Mack < Margaret Parsons < John & Marge Pollack < Mr. & Mrs. A. X.
Robbins < James Schwarz < Leon Shaw «< William J. & Ruth Smith < Richard
Evan Stone <

Friends Who Plow the Sea (up to $50)

Arlene & Tom Alm < Valarie C. Anderson < Nancy Baird < Phillip & Katherine
Bergem < Ruth Berman < Ronald Bonnicksen < Marv Bookin < Armine
Boyadjian < Beth, Laurie & Terry Brooks < Verna Brose < Jeffrey R. Brown «
Robert R. Burns < Mary Bursek < Ruth Cardinal < Hatim Carim < Decan B.
Carlson « Jack & Ann Cole <« Mary J. Cole < Archer E. Crandall + Frank
Dowding < Jean Eastman < Elizabeth B. Erickson < Leonard & Karen Erickson «
Robert Erikson < John E. Evans « Jeanne Fischer < David & Anna Lou Ford <
Wendell J. Garwood < Robert H. Golder < Bruce Gottsche < Ed Grant < Robert
Gravrok < Arthur Gropen < Greg S. Gross + Barbara Gudmanson < Roslyn
Gutman < Marianne D. Hageman < Madeline Hamermesh < Jack & Grace
Harkness < Jim Hart < Elizabeth Hawn < Bob & Marge Hennesy < Dorothy E.
Horst < C. Joseph & Katherine Howard < Mary Ann Huelster < Alice Hughes <
John & Nancy Hughes < John S. Huizinga < Tom Jones < George Francis Kane <
Marita Karlisch < Kenneth Kauffman < Roxie & Eric King-Smith < Dick Klein «
Jake Koller < Grey D. Krieger < Thomas A. Lennan < Patricia Lindgren <+ Lynn
Lockhart < Roderick & Joanne MacDonald < Dr. Merle Mark < C. Paul Martin «
Pat McGuire < Jan McLandsborough « Jeanne & Jeff McLean < Garth A. Melville
< Sue Midness < Mr. & Mrs. Don J. Miller < Don Mittelstadt < Richard N. Naylor
< Jane Otto + Riley Owens < Dan & Pat Panshin < Margaret Parsons « Bcth
Pawlcyn < Elsa Peterson < Catherine M. Pitz < Ann Pollack < Nancy & Bert
Poritsky < Leila D. J. Poullada < Kent & Cynthia Powers < Miriam Reibold < Bob
& Elie Reid < Dan Remington < Louise & William Rondano < Richard Ronholdt
< Ruth Rosendahl < Jack Ross < Candy Ryberg < David Sattinger < Elaine Savick
< William Sell < Judith Shalaby < William K. Shefficld < Pat Rosaves & Dan
Sholl < Stacey & David Smith < Bob Spector < Margaret Erickson Spurgcon «
Mathew Streater < Monika Stumpf < Steve & Michele Thompson < Marsha
Wagner < Lillian Wallis < Alice G. T. Williams < Richard Woellner < Lorrainc
Zauft <
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Hobart United Methodist Church, Plymouth Congregational Church. The Guthric
Theatre, Minnesota Opera. En Garde! Unlimited, Child Garden Montcssori
School, Minnetonka Symphony, and our rollicking band of ushers, ticket sellers.
and concessionaires, who are all the Slaves of Duty.




